
Barrow Urges Justice Department to Consider Re-Opening Investigation into Google's Privacy Violations  

  

  

Congressman John Barrow (GA-12), a member of the House Committee on Energy and
Commerce and the Bipartisan Privacy Caucus, joined Congressmen Frank Pallone (NJ-06) in
urging the Department of Justice (DOJ) to consider re-opening its investigation into Google's
interception of consumer communications over Wi-Fi networks. Previous statements and
testimony from Google indicated that the privacy violation was unintentional, but a recent
investigation by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) casts doubt on those
statements.

  

"It's unclear whether the Department of Justice used this new information regarding Google's
knowledge of privacy violations when deciding not to pursue an investigation," Congressman
Barrow said. "There's no excuse for this type of manipulation when folks' private information is
being stolen. We'll get to the bottom of this issue, and we're asking the Justice Department to
work with us."

  

The FCC uncovered information, according to the letter sent to Attorney General Eric Holder,
showing that Google's privacy violation "resulted from a deliberate software-design decision"
and that data was evaluated by an employee who would share information with others at the
company. In the letter, the Congressmen ask the DOJ to consider re-opening the investigation
based on new information that contradicts previous Google testimony if this information was not
included in the Department's previous decision not to pursue a case against Google.

  

A copy of the letter is available by clicking here .

  

On May 3rd, Congressman Barrow sent a letter to Google CEO Larry Paige  asking that the
company provide Congress a full account of the Google Streetview Program.
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